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Listen to the Children . ..

The last time | was visiting in Baltimore my 12-vear-old grandson
LOVE ONE
and get it translated if needed.” He talked about an incident on his school
bus in which an eighth grader refused to share her seat and was loudly
confronting the bus driver. Just when it seemed things were going to
escalate further, another eight-grade girl came up, talked with the
disruptive stude nt gently and sat down next to her. Incident over-- the bus
continued on its way.” Grandma, she was a peacemaker,” Sam said.
Everybody needs to hear that story .

AS I HAVE
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&t this time of year when we often mark transitions in young people’s lives—First
Communions, graduations, and taking steps into adulthood---it seems a good time to listen to what
they have to sy, Pope Francis also seerms to think this is a good ide a.

One day after the Barch for Qur Live s drew more than a million people to rallies around the
world, Pope Francis used a Palm Sunday sermon in Yatican Cite to mark YWorld Youth Day and
encourage young people to lead.

The pope urged vouths to make sure theirvoices are heard. "Dearvoung people, the jov that
lesus awakens in vou is a source of anger and even irritation to some, since a joyful young person is
hard to manipulate,” Francis said. "The temptation to silence voung people has alway s existed.”

Francis wwarned that an effort would be made to make "invisible" or "anesthetize" voung
people who demand change. "There are many ways to sedate therm, to keep them from getting
invalved, to make their dreams flat and dreary, petty and plaintive," the pope said. "Dear voung
people, vou have itinvou to shout.”

"Itisup towvou notto keep quiet” the pope said in his sermaon. "Even if others keep quiet, if
wee older people and leaders — so often corrupt — keep quiet, if the whole world keeps quiet and
lose s its jov, | ask vou: will vou cry out?

The pope’s message rerminded me of the same grandson as a toddler. His parents were an a
retreat and expected theirvery active 18-month ald to struggle with the extended quiet. Instead, he
sat next to his dad on a bench far nearly 20 minute s—an eternity for him—listening to the sounds
around him. “Birdies,” he whispered, “Trees, bells.” Then after several minutes of silence, he stood
up and shouted, ™eah, God!1*

The older we grow we seem to find fewer occasions to observe God's handiwork in
nature or experience God's presence among us and shout, “Yesh God!™ wWe miss out on so much and
often forget that God walks with us in every moment of our lives That's sad, but sadder =5l is how
fre quently we ighore God's nudge to speak up against injustice and follow that with acton. The
students “Owr Live s Matte v movement is breaking through the inacton of adults and inviting us ta
stand up with them.

| rermember the exciternent of standing with others for the cause of justice. As a
college student [ wasinvalved in the civil rights move ment of the 1960°s. 1t was energizing to be with
other wvoung people and commit ourselves to working for justice. It wasn't easy, it wasn't
cormnfortable, and to be haonest, it was often frightening. But itwas important. People listened and we
rade adifference.

The actions of young people have often pricked the consciences of their elders and changed
the directions of nations. Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani girl who spoke out for the education of
weamen and was almost murdered by the Taliban, was the youngest person to ever receive a Mobel
Prize. She was 17 at the fime. Her advocacy for the education of waomen continues today. Linda
Brown whaose atternpt to enrall in an all-white schaoal led ta the landmark Brown vs. the Board of
Education ruling helped apen the doar to schoal inte gration. Imagine the courage it took fora 7-vear
-old to walk into unfamiliar schoal doars and be met by people who didn't want her there. She
persevered and many liveswere changed as aresult.

But there is shll so much work to be done to decrease racism, fight poverty and hunger, to
endviolence and overcome divisions that keep us from seeing the spark of God s love and goodness
i every person.. As any loving parent, 'm sure God wants all of us to love, respect, and play well
together. Maybe our children can teach us how to do this. —a&ngelasnno
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told me a story he wanted me to share with “everybody in your church |

Join us on Monday,
May 25th for the
15th annual
Hunger Walk and
K Run'!

Your support of the
Hunger YWalk on behalf of the 5t.
leo Food Pantry is VERY
important to owur continued
operation. although all checks
are made pavable to Freestore
Foodbank, ALL maoney (even shirt
rmoney] designated for St. Len
Food Pantry goes to our account.
This is our “money in the bank.”
Wihenwe make purchases at FSFB
itis deducted from our account.

Cur goal this vear is to
have enough money at the
Freeitore FoodBank to last us
until the 2019 Hunger Wwalk! With
wour helpwe can do itl

JOIN OUR TEAM: http:/f
freestorefoodbank.org/f
hungerw alk-saintleo-join

DONATE TO OUR
TEAM: http: /f
freestorefoodbank.org/f
hungerw alk-saintleo-
donate

SPOMSOR A STUDENT

it Leo's Youth Sroup would like
to join the Hunger 'walk, but
some of our students can't afford
the registration Please
consider a 520 sponsorship to
allow one of our Youth Group
members to participate in the
Hurnger walk. If wvou are willing
to sponsor astudent, please send
a 520 check made out to 5t Leo
the Great Church with the note:

fee.

Youth  Group  Hunger Walk
Sponsarship.

Mail to: 5t Leo the Great
Church, 2573 &t Leo Place,

Cincinnati, OH 45225




